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PORTO NOVO (13,712), a sea-port in the South Arcot
district, founded by the Portuguese in the latter part of the
sixteenth century. The name means in Portuguese New
Haven. The town is called in Tamil Parangi-pcttai (Euro-
pean town), and by Muhammadans, Muhammad Bandar
(port). A curious durga in the town is that of Araikasu
Nachiyar, or the one pie lady, offerings to whom must on
no account be worth more than one pie (^ of a rupee).
PUDUKKOTTAI (20,347). The chief town of the Pu-
dukkottai State, where the Raja has a palace, which is
used on State occasions, e.g. at the Dasara festival. Many
improvements were carried out in the town by Sir Seshayya
Sastri, K.C.S.L, who was Dlwan-Regent during the mi-
nority of the present Raja.
PULICAT (5,448), in the Chingleput district, was formerly
the principal settlement of the Dutch on the Coromandel
coast. The Dutch cemetery, which is preserved by the
Madras Government, contains many tombs elaborately
carved with armorial bearings and lengthy inscriptions.
The most imposing tomb is the mausoleum of one of the
Governors. One of the entrances to the cemetery has a
quaint Romanesque lich-gate, on each side of which is a
carved skeleton, one holding an hour-glass, and the other
supporting a skull on a column.
QuiLON or Kollam (15,691), a sea-port on the Travan-
core coast, and the western terminus of the Tinnevelly-
Quilon railway. The palace of the Maharaja is on the
border of the backwater, which was called by General
Cullen the Loch Lomond of Travancore. There is, in
Malabar, another Kollam or Quilon. The Malayalis
(inhabitants of the west coast) compute the time by the
Kollam or Malabar era (M.E.), which commenced on
25th August, 825 A.D. The commencement thereof is
supposed to date either from the institution of the great •
Onam festival, or the departure of the last Perumal

